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irad-i-cal @) adj \re-di-kel\

Definition of RADICAL
1 ! of, relating to, or proceeding from a root: as

a (1) : of or growing from the root of a plant <radical tubers>
(2) : growing from the base of a stem, from a rootlike stem,
or from a stem that does not rise above the ground <radical
leaves>

b : of, relating to, or constituting a linguistic root

“TO be a Iibrarian iS nOt to be neu.tral’ Or paSSive! Or C : of or relating to a mathematical root
Waiting for a queStion_ It iS tO be a radical pOSitive d : designed to remove the root of a disease or all diseased

and potentially diseased tissue <radical surgery> <radical

change agent within your community.” mastectomy>

2 : of or relating to the origin : FUNDAMENTAL
3 a: very different from the usual or traditional : EXTREME

b : favoring extreme changes in existing views, habits,

David Lankes conditions, or institutions

Florida librarians, what do you want to hear about in my keynote at FLA : associated with political views, practices, and policies of

Thursday? extreme change

¥ Yesterday at 5:28pm via Twitter - - Like - Comment - @rdlankes on d : advocating extreme measures to retain or restore a
Twitter political state of affairs <the radical right>

y : _ 4 slang : EXCELLENT, COOL
Mike Eisenberg They want to hear that things are great!

Everyone loves libraries and librarians just as they are. But,
they NEED to hear that this isn't true, that the Web and & See radical defined for English-language learners »
Google have changed everything. Libraries and librarians See radical defined for kids »

must radically change or risk becoming a quaint anachronism.

— rad-i-cal-ness noun
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A US Perspective
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Nug‘ber O; Attem pts ALAAmericanLibraryAssociation

° | ' to Ban or Restrict

National Coordinated Effort l R e s .I ’26,
2022

the U.S. by Year
* The Krause list NN NG

 Moms for Liberty

* Built on legitimate concerns

* Parents rights
 Materials appropriateness g w/o

of all challenged
books were part
of attempts to ban
multiple titles

ALAAmericanLibraryAssociation

 However, ultimately about imposing one
view on many
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Librarians Under Attack




The University of Texas at Austin

Bowden Professor of Librarianship

| By: Toth H.B. No. 111 |

' |
I A BILL TO EE ENTITLED |
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AN ACT | 88R1136 MLH-D
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School librarians face a new penalty in the banned-book wars: prison

May 18, 2023 Updated Thu., May 18, 2023 at 9:05 p.m.

By Hannah Natanson
Washington Post

Librarians could face years of imprisonment and tens of thousands of dollars in fines for providing sexually explicit,
obscene or “harmful” books to children under new state laws that permit criminal prosecution of school and library
personnel.

At least seven states have passed such laws in the last two years, according to a Washington Post analysis, six of them in
the past two months — although governors of Idaho and North Dakota vetoed the legislation. Another dozen states
considered more than 20 similar bills this year, half of which are likely to come up again in 2024, the Post found.

Some of the laws impose severe penalties on librarians, who until now were exempted in almost every state from
prosecution over obscene material — a carve-out meant to permit accurate lessons in topics such as sex education. All but
one of the new laws target schools, while some also target the staff of public libraries and one affects book vendors.

One example is an Arkansas measure that says school and public librarians, as well as teachers, can be imprisoned for up
to six years or fined $10,000 if they distribute obscene or harmful texts. It takes effect Aug. 1.

—geveroprano-submreeTe-tevayencysasrisTiorieacnibook orpother

| written material sold by the publisher to a school district or

under Subsection B SN TS T8ny of Che Third

I degree.
SECTION 2. The change in law made by this Act applies only

1
I I open-enrollment charter school before that date. The list must
to an offense ccmmitted on or after the effective date of this Act. | include the title of the book or material and the content rating

| An offense committed before the effective date of this Act is | assigned to that book or material.
governed by the law in effect on the date the offense was committed, I (i)__ _The agency shall post each list submitted under

I

I

I

I

I and the former law is continued in effect for that purpose. For I Subsection (h) on the agency's Internet website as soon as

| purposes nf this section, an offense was committed bhefore the
effective date cf this Act if any element of the offense occurred

| before that date.

I SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2023.

— E— — —— o o o o O S T S T S T S S S e S e S e e e sl



The University of Texas at Austin

Bowden Professor of Librarianship

Dallas” inaependent source of

® AcCOUNT >
local news and culiure -

= Oliserver

BlG A8 7 INITIAL PAYMENT WITH
rens i 'LEASE TO OWN!

APPLY NOW
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Report: Texas Librarians Could Be Sued for $10,000 Under
‘Abhorrent Proposed Ordinances

SIMONE CARTER FEBRUARY 20, 2023 4:00AM

Harbor Health

Howdy, Austin.

We're your new,
local clinic.

Same-day or next-cday appts

TOPR STORES

HOW TO CREATE A SEX SCANDAL
UNRAVELS THE FANTASY BEHIND ’

MINEOLA CHILD SEX CLUB CASE
Some Texas conservalives are now taking aim at librariars. Photo by Johnny McClung on Unsplash LA i

Texas’ anti-abortion legislation lets private citizens sue those they believe have
violated the state’s ban. Axios reported on Thursday that the Austin attorney
who helped design the historic law, Jonathan Mitchell, has drafted city
ordinances that could potentially allow people to “[sue] librarians and others for

their decisions about which books to put on shelves — or for expressing LGBTQ+
support.”

e e

Similar to the abortion law, the book-related ordinances would apparently mean
that violators could be sued for at least $10,000, plus attorney fees and legal
expenses. The report also states that civil action could be brought against the
library if workers don't scrub contested titles from shelves.

Librarians certainly aren’t happy with the idea.

e
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Response - Social
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movement against book bans.
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Response - Legal
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noaTr Paoton hwastgation 1 halrda « Ore Yoo | ater 2027 | agivive Sascion Lanato Pricvtion
Metro Atlanta school’s book
T TUADAT0N NEW Texas Statewide Health Palicy Poll finds that

sty TR0 SUppRr eccaa expanion. . bans may break civil rights law,
Llano County officials must offer library books fed eral OffiC|a|s warn

the'v,d removed’ iudge ordel’s By Jefl Ay | Published Muy 25, 2003 S48AM | Forwyth County | Asociatid Press »

Locd officials are aprealing the oxder n a awsuit that drew natona attenticn. Seven library >atrons
say Uw Look rernovals ind inged thels First Avomsscinent riglhts,

BY ALEMANDARO SERRANO  MARCH 31 2023 12 PN CENTRAL

Advanced pediatric
specialty care just
got closer to home

Latest News

Woman warted for allepecty - »
net paying Bartow County
Walmat

Jury finds dever gaiity in DUI
crash that Mllcd Smyrra
pelice office’

o . ) change thedts at Kroger
subur ben Aldlanta suhoul district's cedizion W remuove some bouks ltom i STOreS N LWANNET: LOUNTY

*ORSYTH COUNTY, Ga.- The US. Departmant of Education has foundthata  Manwanted for ‘cuick _

ibraries may have created a hostile environment thatviolated federal laws

against race and se« discriminztiorn. Mamorsl Diy 2018 Hera's )
what's spenand dosed on
the holday

The legal intervantion by the department’s Office of Civil Rights cculd curb
efforts to ban books in ather public sctool districts nationwide, espedally Athensmandies shtes wash m

Cars past by the the Uane County Courtrouse in 2021, County officis ware ssed after removing baoks fiom the bary systorr that
were deomed cMensve. B Serglo Fiores for Tha Texas Trisune

when bans are ‘veused un bouks that iclude cuntent about L3BTQ and ;."':'(""?“"7”‘ Ounielsville

nonwhite people.
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Response - Understanding

The “Out Loud Part”

Parents rights
Religious liberty
Curriculum

Not banning - Just not In the
library

Grooming/Indoctrination

The “Quiet Part”

Racism
Anti-LGBTQ+
Social disconnection

Limiting democratic voices
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Under It All
AFTER

|t all comes down to trust.
* Challenges can build trust...if they are
Clear, Consistent, Inclusive, and
Transparent

e Efforts to dismiss the expertise of librarians
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* To create political action (gain power) HOW COLLEGE BROKE

THE AMERICAN DREAM
* To create change in societal norms and AND BLEW UP
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“To be a librarian is not to be
neutral, or passive, or waiting for a
question. It is to be a radical
positive change agent within your
community.”

“To be a radical positive agent is to
fight for your whole community,
your values, and for democracy

itself.”



