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A Library Renaissance?



Drivers of Change
• Collaboration

• Community

• Learning

• Democratic Participation

• Norway, Finland Library Legislation

• Push for Digital First

• ALMPUB – Archives, libraries and museums and the public space



What is New Librarianship?

• A High-Level Framework to Navigate the 
Present and Future Beyond Functions, 
Media, and Spaces

• Knowledge is created through conversation. 
Librarians are in the knowledge business; 
therefore librarians are in the conversation 
business. New librarians approach their 
work as facilitators of conversation.



New Librarianship
• Puts community and the individual at the 

center of librarianship

• Focus on librarians and their impact 
facilitating learning

• A library is a librarian serving their 
community

• Based in learning and learning theory

• If you are in the knowledge business, you 
are in the conversation business



What is a Librarian?

• Mission: The mission of librarians is to 
improve society through facilitating 
knowledge creation in their communities

• Values: Learning, Openness, Diversity, 
Intellectual Freedom and Safety, 
Intellectually Honest not Unbiased

• Means of Facilitating Learning: Access, 
Knowledge, Environment, Motivation




