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We can talk about libraries as community hubs all we want, 
but if we don’t change our definitions of service, we will 
simply be engaged in a marketing exercise. The future of 
libraries of all types is true co-ownership of libraries with 

members of the community. From programing, to collections 
to governance, libraries must evolve into vital social 

infrastructure. Lankes will talk about new concepts of 
librarianship and examples of direct community involvement.





The Power of Informal Learning 

• At Grade 4, the U.S. was #7 in the world in science


• At grade 8, the U.S. was #23 in the world in science


• As Adults, the U.S. was #1 in the world understanding of science

https://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/stemlibraryconference/events/Falk_%20Learning_Ecosystems_PRINT.pdf
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https://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/stemlibraryconference/presentations/Thursday/Reflection-Discussion/Falk.pdf



Aspects of Learning

• Learning is About Conversations


• Conversants, Language, Agreements, Memory


• Conversations Are About Participation


• Participation is About Co-Ownership



Participation on All Our Systems
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Remember When We Thought Gre 
the Internet Would Bring Us 

Together?



Access≠Ownership

• Neighbors Not Users*


• Members not Customers


• Partners not Patrons
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