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Wealth Gap



Migration Pressures



Declining Education

http://www.nationalcommissiononadultliteracy.org/content/nchemspresentation.pdf



Declining Education
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The Response?
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Beyond Jobs
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“Libraries, arguably the original sharing economy, have long circulated art prints, 
music and movies, and more recently have added tools. But services like the 
Library of Things and the ‘Stuff-brary’ in Mesa, outside Phoenix, are part of a 

broad cultural shift in which libraries increasingly view themselves as hands-on 
creative hubs, places where people can learn new crafts and experiment with 

technology like 3-D printers.”



Lessons?



You Are Not Alone

• Use the Capital Libraries Have Accrued 
Internationally

• Libraries are Internationally Recognized and 
Have a Powerful “Brand”



Jamie LaRue’s Narrative 
of Librarians

• We’re Here For You When Times Are Tough 

• We Think Ahead 

• We Are Co-Creators 

• We Make Things Better 

• We Build Community 

• You Can Trust Us 

• We Will Endure





Be the Change
• Fight Cynicism

• Fight Calls for Absence of Power Because of a Twisted Concept 
of “Unbiased"

• Fight Resignation Under the Heading of Neoliberalism and 
Start Fighting Neoliberalism!

• Fight Small Thinking

• How Can You Expect Radical Positive Change in Our 
Communities If You Don’t Model it?

• You Should Be the Inspiration of Those Around You

• The role of librarians is not to implement standards or kits, but 
to take best practices and adapt them to local communities
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