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Radical Librarians

• We need a radical shift in librarianship to 
ensure the success of our communities and 
the continuation of our profession













The Closet and The 
Empty Room

• “I have long contended that a room full of 
books is simply a closet but that an empty 
room with a librarian in it is a library”

• Why Folks Find This Problematic

• Stuff Matters

• Institutions Matter

• Discounts Libraries
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Problem of Definition

• Unsatisfying to Define Librarians by a 
Library

• Plenty of Librarians Work Outside of 
Libraries

• Does That Include: Clerks, Aides, Security, 
Janitors?
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Define the Profession First

The mission of
librarians is to

improve society
through facilitating

knowledge creation
in their

communities

Mission
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Mission
Facilitation

Values

Learning

Openness

Intellectual
Freedom and Safety

Intellectually
Honest not

Unbiased
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Now We Can Define a 
Library

• A Mandated Mediate Space (Virtual And/Or 
Physical) Owned By The Community And 
Stewarded By Librarians

• Building, Books, Databases Are Tools

• Like A Scalpel To A Surgeon Those Tools 
May Change But The Profession Remains. 
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The Closet and The 
Empty Room

“I have long contended that a room full of 
books is simply a closet but that an empty 

room with a librarian in it is a library”

Serving
a Community
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Consequences of the 
Radical Shift

• You are the Facilitator and the Value…

• But Not the Entire Library

• You and the Community Share Ownership 
of the Library

• Faculty and STUDENTS Co-Own and Co-
Control the Library 



Examples: iTeam

http://cnyric.myschoolpages.com/schools/ESM/files/news/iamistaff.pdf
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Examples: CyberParents



Librarians are Radical 
Positive Change Agents

• Not Our Rooms, 
Not Our Books, 
Not Our Licenses

• If You Want To 
Produce The 
Exceptional Be 
Exceptional!



Change Doesn’t Stop 
with Our Students

• We Are NOT Consumers

• We Are NOT Clerks

• We Are NOT At the Mercy of 
Publishers or Test Preparers

• We ARE NOT VICTIMS!
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