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What is the future of libraries?
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entice a public in for engaging cultural 
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scenes in specialized research and 
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Mission

• Not About Artifacts

• Not About Buildings

• Not About “Information”

• Not About Cataloging or Reference or ILL



Mission

• The mission of librarians is to improve 
society through facilitating knowledge 
creation in their communities



Grand Challenges

• Andrew Dillon, University of 
Texas

• Mary Stansbury, University of 
Denver

• Sam Hastings, South Carolina 
University

• David Lankes, Syracuse 
University

• Tula Giannini, Pratt Institute

• William Schickling, Polaris

• Corrine Hill, Dallas Public 
Library

• Annie Norman, Delaware State 
Library

• Martha Reid, Vermont State 
Library

• Anne Craig, Illinois State Library

• Mary Chute, IMLS

A Societal-Level Problem That is Solvable and Has 
High Potential Rewards



Knowledge Society
Nature of Knowledge and 
Deep Thought
How to accept multiple ways of coming to 
a solution - truth by consensus



Knowledge Society

Knowledge Economy
Skilled Workforce, Importance of 
Innovation, Distribution of Resources, 
Nature of Education
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• Equality of Access for the 21st Century



The Future?

Information Apocalypse? Book Museum?
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Want More Detail?

The Atlas of New Librarianship
Now Available From MIT Press
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