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Participatory Networks: 
The Library as Conversation
Policy Movement on Social 
Networking

Tech Brief to Get a Hold on 
the Subject

Past Functions and Sites 
to Durable Concepts

Series of Challenges and 
Recommendations
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Knowledge is Created 
Through Conversation

Libraries, Being in the 
Knowledge Business, are in 
the Conversation Business

Artifacts to Conversations

Dissemination to Learning

Catalog to Discovery
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Consequence: From 
Artifacts to Conversations

Books, Videos, Web 
Pages, etc. are Just 
Pale Afterglows of an 
Active Knowledge 
Creation Process
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Be an Active Part of the 
Dissemination  Process

Be the Full Service 
Web Host for the 
University

More Than Just Space

Design, Blogs, 
Content 
Management, 
Document Delivery
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Be an Active Part of the 
Research  Process

Be the Sustainability 
and Clearinghouse 
Portion of a Research 
Project

Create a Depository 
Data Program

Make It Part of 
Institutional Review
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Consequence: 
Dissemination to Learning

From Dissemination 
with Passive 
Information Provision to 
Learning and 
Participatory 
Knowledge Creation















Public
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Migration from Artifacts to 
Conversations
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Be an Active Part of the 
Tenure Process

Begin an “In Depth” 
Citation Review Service

Make It Part of 
Standing Tenure 
Practices
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Consequence: Catalog to 
Discovery
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Branding and Navigation

“Quality” Reviews

Inside the Book: Key Phrases, Concordance, Text Stats, Browse Pages...

Sponsored Links

Customer Reviews

Pathfinders

History
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Sales Information (Metadata)

Bibliographic Details

Citations!!!!

Tagging and “Social” Tools

Discussion Groups

Marketing
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“Open” Reviews

Bibliographic Data

Discussion Tools

Identity and Branding

Sales Recommendations
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Sales Information

“Quality” Reviews

Recommendations Based on Purchase and Tags

Pathfinders

Marketing Info and Tools
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Mission of the Participatory 
Library

To Facilitate the Knowledge Creation of its Community 
through Conversation
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Innovate Don’t Replicate!

Become Addicted to 
Innovation

Embrace the Obligation 
of Leadership
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