
Success Through Collaboration

R. David Lankes
Professor and Dean’s Scholar for the New Librarianship • Syracuse University’s iSchool

Screencast and Slides at:
@rdlankes • http://www.DavidLankes.org

http://www.DavidLankes.org
http://www.DavidLankes.org


Agenda

• Worldview

• Why It Matters: Collaboration

• Collection-Centric Worldview

• Community-Centric Worldview

• True Role of Librarians in Collaboration







Collection-Centric 
Worldview

• Library=Collection

• Collection=Owned and Leased 
Resources

• Value is Connecting Community to Ideas

• Primarily External Ideas

• Mission=Provide Access to Information
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Community-Centric 
Worldview

• Library=Librarians + Community

• Collection=Tools, like Space, Computers, 
etc...

• Library is a Community Platform

• Value is Connecting Community to Ideas

• Focus on Community Ideas

• Mission=Facilitating Knowledge Creation



Library as Platform

• Philadelphia Music Community

• Vermont Broadband

• NOPL Garden

• Eureka Lunch

• Polaris Community Portal
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• Access:
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• People, Ideas, Tools

• Training

• Bibliographic

• Communications, 
Policy Making, Tools

• Environment

• Safe

• Inspiring

• Motivation
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