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I Believe...
• Best Days of Librarianship are 

Ahead of Us

• We are the Right Profession, 
Uniquely Positioned to Lead in the 
Knowledge Age

• However, We won’t get there 
Following Current Trends and with 
our Current Focus on “Recorded 
Knowledge”



We Need a New 
Librarianship

• Unencumbered by an 
Artifact-Centrality

• Focusing on Knowledge and 
Conversation

• Dedicated to Social Action, 
Leadership, and Innovation
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[Librarians] have become so busy and adept at 
keeping the library efficient and well managed that 
we have lacked the space to step back and observe 
it from a higher level. -Derek Law
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• Shift from Ownership to Rental

• Databases, DRM, Digital Content

• Explosion in Artifact Production

• Disaggregation of Content

• Explosion in Data

• Disintegration of Traditional Publishing 
Models



But Tim Quirk of the music subscription service 
Rhapsody says the rest of us, fans and musicians, are 
better off than we were 10 years ago.

TIM QUIRK: Far better off; it’s almost a paradise. As a 
listener, it means you've got access to almost anything 
you want to hear, almost anywhere you are, almost 
whenever you want. If you’re an artist, labels are now an 
option, not a necessity. You can go direct to fans, if you 
want to. Even if you do opt to go with a label you can 
get, depending on the label, you can get much better 
terms than you used to be able to get because nobody’s 
got a lock on distribution anymore.
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